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Regular Historic District Commission meeting: 
1. Call to Order by Chairman Detweiler  at 7:00
2. Attendance

Present: Owen Hunt, Nancy Ingalsbee, Kathy Cassady, Gene Detweiler and Jill Bentley
Excused: Peter Savage and John Pahl
Also Present: Patrick Hudson-Historic District Administrator, Allen Pilley, Allegan
County Historical Society & Rob Hillard, City Manager

3. Agenda
MOTION: by Owen Hunt to approve the agenda as presented. Second by Kathy 
Cassady.  Motion approved 5-0 

4. Minutes  
Minutes for March 3, 2014
MOTION by Nancy Ingalsbee to approve the minutes, second by Jill Bentley. 
Approved 5-0 

5. Public Comment
None. 

6. New Business
1) 235 Monroe Street (Mike Kemp, owner)

Kemp explained collapse of garage due to snow and conditions.  Requesting to
demolish dangerous structure.  Plan is to replace but there are insurance
coverage issues.
Plans to rebuild 28’ wide with a carport or if he can use a steel building with steel
siding & roof.
Detweiler asked about useage
Kemp – first option would be for a 2-car garage with a carport for his truck.
Detweiler would like to see horizontal siding.
Discussion on the age of the structure – was built during two separate time
periods and had a compound roof structure.  Commission wants to see drawings
before approving the new building.
MOTION: by Nancy Ingalsbee to approve the application for demolition of the
damaged garage only.  2nd by Jill Bentley.  Motion approved 5-0
Applicant advised to consult with Hudson before bringing the designs for the
new garage to the HDC.

7. Old Business
HDC Goals & Objectives for 2014
Discussion on the draft goals & objectives draft from March meeting
Hillard in attendance to discuss
Ingalsbee discussed budget, training, Old House Network & Heritage Home Network
Group
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Discussion on need to revise post cards and HD brochure 
Discussion on plaques – Bentley will research what her employer does for signs. 
MOTION: by Jill Bentley to accept the Goals & Objectives with the addition of postcard 
update and awards to read: 
 HDC-Historic District Commission 

 Workshops for local owners & builders 
o Update 3-fold brochure & postcards 
o Add HDC information to website 
o Outreach to real estate community 
o Plaques & certificates to property owners 

 Network with other cities (Old House Network) 
 Inventory empty buildings in historic districts & prioritize 
 Annual nominations for awards ceremony 
 

8. Additional New Business 
1. HDC members were requested to attend the April 14, 2014, city council meeting for 

a presentation on Redevelopment Ready Communities 
2. The Michigan Historic Preservation Network survey & recommendations report on 

Allegan was presented to the HDC.  Commissioners urged to review and use with 
Goals & Objectives. 

3. MHPN membership renewal 
MOTION: by Nancy Ingalsbee to request renewal of membership, 2nd by Kathy 
Cassady. 
Motion approved 5-0. 
 

9. Education 
Michigan Historic Preservation Conference will be held May 15-17 in Jackson.  City will 
pay for HDC members to attend – see Lori at city hall. 
 

10. Staff Comments 
1)  Hudson informed HDC that he had been approached about a salvage permit for the 

Millworks building in the Mill District.  The interest is in tearing down for 
architectural and material salvage most of the building except for the concrete 
block power house and chimney.      

 
11. Commission Comments 

Ingalsbee the tour of downtown buildings went well and the city council would like to 
make this a bi-annual event.  City Council would like a tour of the power plant and they 
are supportive of a clean –up of the building 
Discussion on the Mill District 
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Hillard explained the sinking fund status.  Hudson to research for an architect. 
Hillard also explained the 2nd Street bridge lighting experiments – Illumination did not 
work so the council is asking permission to try out other methods of lighting on a 
temporary basis 
Discussion on understanding of the original motion. 
MOTION; by Nancy Ingalsbee to give the city and the lighting consultant latitude to try 
several different temporary options to illuminate the 2nd Street Bridge to see what the 
most workable solution might be & to bring the results to the HDC for review.  2nd by 
Owen Hunt. 
Motion approved 5-0. 

12. Adjournment 
MOTION: by Owen Hunt for adjournment, 2nd Nancy Ingalsbee.  
Approved 5-0 @ 8:20 PM  

 
Respectfully Submitted: 

Patrick Hudson 
Historic District Administrator 
 
The minutes of this meeting will be available at City Hal, 112 Locust Street, Allegan MI 49010 (269) 673-5511 


