
 

    
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

         
 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Allegan, Michigan November 23, 2015 

Call to Order   Mayor Ingalsbee called the regular meeting of the Allegan City Council 
to order at 7:00 PM. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Meeting Prayer Pastor Kreutz gave the prayer. 

Roll Call 

Present: Councilmembers: Gratz, Leverence, Manning, McKenzie, Morgan, Tripp, 
Mayor Ingalsbee 

Absent: None 

Others 
Present: City Manager R. Hillard, Deputy City Clerk L. Vander Clay 

Approval of Minutes   Councilmember Morgan, supported by Councilmember Tripp, 
made a motion to approve the Regular City Council meeting minutes of November 9, 
2015. Motion passed by acclamation. 

Mayor’s Report   Mayor Ingalsbee talked about the recent snow.   

City Manager’s Report City Manager R. Hillard requested that items B-2 and B-3 
under Communications be removed from the agenda. 

Petitions and Public Comment David Gernant who is running for the 80th District 
seat asked for the City Council’s support in the upcoming election. 

Communications Councilmember McKenzie, supported by Councilmember Gratz, 
made a motion to approve the request received from the Allegan County Food Pantry to 
set up a kettle and bell ringers on City sidewalks during Festive Fridays.  Motion passed 
by acclamation. 

Councilmember McKenzie, supported by Councilmember Gratz, made a motion to 
approve the request received from the Forever Curious Children’s Museum, Fennville, 
Michigan to use the Griswold Auditorium and the waiver of fees for their annual “Murder 
Mystery Dinner Theatre fundraising event held on February 19th and 20th, 2016. Motion 
passed by acclamation. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 

Councilmember Gratz, supported by Councilmember Tripp, made a motion to approve 
the request received from the First Church of God to place a 4x8 banner in the middle 
location of the Hubbard Street Temporary sign structure from December 7, 2015 thru 
December 20, 2015 and signage at various locations also on City property from 
November 23, 2015 thru December 20, 2015 to advertise their upcoming play.  Motion 
passed by acclamation. 

Councilmember Tripp, supported by Councilmember McKenzie, made a motion to 
approve the request received from Allegan Area Chamber of Commerce to place a banner 
in the middle location of the Hubbard Street Temporary sign structure and signage at 
various locations also on City property from February 28, 2016 thru March 28, 2016 to 
advertise the Allegan Expo. Motion passed by acclamation. 

Councilmember Manning, supported by Councilmember McKenzie, made a motion to 
approve the request received from Allegan Area Arts Council to place a 4x8 banner in the 
right location of the Hubbard Street Temporary sign structure from March 12, 2016 thru 
April 9, 2016 to advertise Art in the Garden.  Motion passed by acclamation. 

Councilmember McKenzie, supported by Councilmember Gratz, made a motion to 
approve the request received from Blessed Sacrament Church to place a 4x8 banner in the 
middle location of the Hubbard Street Temporary sign structure from April 1, 2016 thru 
April 23, 2016 to advertise their “Beer and Wine Tasting Event”.  Motion passed by 
acclamation. 

City Manager R. Hillard announced the Festive Friday Events, starting on December 4th. 

City Manager R. Hillard announced thru the efforts of Sarah Craft from the Michigan 
Municipal League, vendors will be located in a number of the vacant stores during 
Festive Fridays.    

Hearings 

Programs 

Resolutions 
RESOLUTION 15.36 

RESOLUTION OF AUTHORIZATION  

WHEREAS, the City of Allegan is submitting an application for a U.S. EPA 
Brownfields Assessment Grant for Hazardous Substances; and    

WHEREAS, the City of Allegan is requesting $200,000 in grant funds that will be used 
to identify, characterize and assess brownfields located within the City limits.  This work 
will include completion of Phase I and Phase II Environmental Site Assessments, 
preparation of Baseline Environmental Assessments (BEA) and Due Care Plans and 
cleanup and redevelopment planning for sites where redevelopment is imminent; and 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WHEREAS, the City will also conduct community involvement activities to keep 
residents, businesses and groups updated on the progress of the grant project.  If awarded, 
the grant monies will be available to the City in early fall 2016 and must be used in a 
three year period; and   

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Allegan City Council hereby 
authorizes submission of this application and authorizes the City Manager and the Mayor 
to sign all necessary documents required for this application; and 

Councilmember Tripp, supported by Councilmember Gratz, made a motion to approve 
Resolution 15.36 as presented.  Motion passed by acclamation. 

Resolution No. 15.37 


A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE PROPOSED 

CITY OF ALLEGAN MASTER PLAN UPDATE 


WHEREAS, the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, MCL 125.3801 et seq. (“MPEA”) 
authorizes the Planning Commission to prepare a Master Plan for the use, development 
and preservation of all lands in the City; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission prepared an amended Master Plan and submitted 
such plan to the City Council for review and comment; and 

WHEREAS, on July 27, 2015, the Allegan City Council received and reviewed the 
proposed Master Plan prepared by the Planning Commission and authorized distribution 
of the Master Plan to the Notice Group entities identified in the MPEA; and 

WHEREAS, notice was provided to the Notice Group entities as provided in the MPEA; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing on November 16, 2015 to 
consider public comment on the proposed Master Plan, and to further review and 
comment on the proposed Plan; and 

WHEREAS, after the public hearing was held, the Planning Commission voted to 
approve the updated Master Plan on November 16, 2015, and recommended adoption of 
the proposed Master Plan to the City Council; and 

WHEREAS, the Allegan City Council finds that the proposed Master Plan is desirable, 
proper, and reasonable and furthers the use, preservation, and development goals and 
strategies of the City; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

Adoption of 2015 Master Plan Update.  The Allegan City Council hereby approves and 
adopts the proposed Master Plan Update, including all of the chapters, figures, 
descriptive matters, maps and tables contained therein.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Distribution to Notice Group. Pursuant to MCL 125.3843, the City Council approves 
distribution of the amended Master Plan to the Notice Group. 

Findings of Fact. The City Council has made the foregoing determination based on a 
review of existing land uses in the City, a review of the existing Master Plan provisions 
and maps, and input received from the Planning Commission and the public, as well as 
the assistance of a professional planning group.  The City Council also finds that the 
amended Master Plan will accurately reflect and implement the City’s goals and 
strategies for the use, preservation, and development of lands within City of Allegan. 

Effective Date.  The amended Master Plan shall become effective on the adoption date of 
this resolution. 

Councilmember Gratz, supported by Councilmember Manning, made a motion to 
approve Resolution 15.37 as presented.  Motion passed by acclamation. 

RESOLUTION 15.38 

OBJECTION TO RECEIVING TAX FORECLOSED PROPERTY 
0351-305-103-00/323 LINN STREET FROM THE COUNTY OF 

ALLEGAN 

WHEREAS, pursuant to MCL 211.78m (6&7) the County of Allegan can transfer 
property to the local unit of government at no cost; and  

WHEREAS, 323 Linn Street failed to sell at the Foreclosure Auction and the County of 
Allegan desires to transfer said property to the City of Allegan; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Allegan formally objects to the transfer of the above property 
and requests that County of Allegan retain possession of 323 Linn Street. 

NOW THEREFORE, the City Council declares: 

1. That the City of Allegan will not assume ownership of 323 Linn Street. 

Councilmember Gratz, supported by Councilmember Tripp, made a motion to approve 
Resolution 15.38 as presented.  Motion passed by acclamation. 

RESOLUTION 15.40 

Amendments to the City of Allegan Municipal Policy Manual 

WHEREAS, under the authority of various provisions of the Municipal Policy Manual 
and the Code of Ordinances of the City of Allegan, the City Council wishes to amend 
various existing city policies and fees and codify with existing policies and fees; and 



 

 

  

  

 
  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council that the above stated 
additions to the City of Allegan Municipal Policy Manual be adopted as recommended 
by the City staff; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the policies and fees hereto shall be the policy as 
established for the City of Allegan; and all other policies and fees to the extent of such 
conflict are hereby repealed. 

Councilmember Gratz, supported by Councilmember Morgan, made a motion to approve 
Resolution 15.40 as presented.  Motion passed by acclamation. 

Ordinances 

Permits/Licenses/Agreements/Grants 

Requests for Payments 

Requests for Purchases, Services and Equipment    Councilmember Leverence, 
supported by Councilmember McKenzie, made a motion to approve the request for 
services received from Lawson-Fisher Associates, South Bend, Indiana for an 
engineering study and options for removal of the dam generator in the amount of 
$9,000.00. Motion passed by acclamation. 

Reports/Minutes of City Boards DPW Director A. Haskin reviewed the minutes 
from the Airport Advisory Board meeting held on November 2, 2015 and the minutes 
from the Parks Commission meeting held on November 2, 2015. 

City Manager R. Hillard discussed the minutes from the Economic Development 
Corporation meeting held on November 4, 2015. 

Councilmember McKenzie presented the minutes from the Downtown Development 
Authority meeting held on November 12, 2015. 

Councilmember Gratz reviewed the minutes from the Planning Commission meeting held 
on November 16, 2015. 

Appointments Councilmember Gratz, supported by Councilmember McKenzie, 
made a motion to appoint Councilmembers McKenzie, Tripp and Mayor Ingalsbee to the 
Economic Development Corporation Selection Sub-committee.  Motion passed by 
acclamation. 

Councilmember Gratz, supported by Councilmember McKenzie, made a motion to 
appoint Mayor Ingalsbee, ex officio to the Historic District Commission; Downtown 
Development Authority; Planning Commission; Finance Committee; Public Works 
Committee; Public Safety Committee and Development Committee.  Motion passed by 
acclamation. 



    

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

   
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

    
 

 

 
  

 

Councilmember Gratz, supported by Councilmember McKenzie, made a motion to 
appoint Mayor Pro tem Tripp, ex officio to the Finance Committee; Planning 
Commission; Public Works Committee and Pension Committee.  Motion passed by 
acclamation. 

Councilmember McKenzie, supported by Councilmember Manning, made a motion to 
appoint Councilmember Gratz, ex officio to the Planning Commission; Public Works 
Committee and Development Committee.  Motion passed by acclamation. 

Councilmember Gratz, supported by Councilmember Tripp, made a motion to appoint 
Councilmember McKenzie, ex officio to the Finance Committee; Public Safety 
Committee;  Downtown Development   Authority; Economic  Development 
Corporation and Development Committee.  Motion passed by acclamation. 

Councilmember Tripp, supported by Councilmember Gratz, made a motion to appoint 
Councilmember Morgan, ex officio to the Public Safety Committee and Fire District 
Board. Motion passed by acclamation. 

Councilmember Tripp, supported by Councilmember McKenzie, made a motion to 
appoint Councilmember Manning, ex officio to the Airport Advisory Board; Parks 
Commission and Election Committee.  Motion passed by acclamation. 

Councilmember McKenzie, supported by Councilmember Gratz, made a motion to 
appoint Councilmember Leverence, ex officio to the Election Committee.  Motion passed 
by acclamation. 

Councilmember Gratz, supported by Councilmember McKenzie, made a motion to 
appoint John Hotchkiss to the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Motion passed by acclamation. 

Councilmember Gratz, supported by Councilmember McKenzie, made a motion to 
appoint Betty McDaniel to the Finance Committee and the Parks Commission.  Motion 
passed by acclamation. 

Councilmember Tripp, supported by Councilmember Gratz, made a motion to appoint 
DPW Director A. Haskin to the M40/M89 Corridor Committee.  Motion passed by 
acclamation. 

Unfinished Business 

Approval of Payroll and Accounts  Councilmember Tripp, supported by 
Councilmember Gratz, made a motion to approve payroll in the amount of $147,811.83 
and accounts payable in the amount of $336,685.00.  Motion passed by acclamation. 

Department Supervisors Report DPW Director A. Haskin indicated leaf pick-up 
continues; Christmas lights are being put up and staff had two water main breaks over the 
weekend. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Council Comments Councilmember Leverence talked about the upcoming Art Hop on 
December 11th. She stated that 35 artists have been secured in 25 locations.   

Councilmember Morgan announced a vacancy on the Allegan Fire District Board.   


Councilmember Tripp commented on the recent feedback from visitors regarding the 

Riverfront stage and the bridge lights.   


Councilmember Gratz is looking forward to Festive Fridays.  The Jaycees will be having
 
holiday beverages and a band at 116 Locust on December 18th from 5:00pm~8:00pm. 


Councilmember Manning hopes all will enjoy Festive Fridays. 


Mayor Ingalsbee adjourned the meeting at 7:50pm. 


Respectfully submitted, 

Lori K. Vander Clay 
Deputy City Clerk 
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