
 

    
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

         
 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

Allegan, Michigan October 12, 2015 

Call to Order   Mayor Leverence called the regular meeting of the Allegan City Council 
to order at 7:00 PM. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Meeting Prayer Pastor Knuckles gave the prayer. 

Roll Call 

Present: Councilmembers: Gratz, Ingalsbee, McDaniel, McKenzie, Tripp, Zeter, 
Mayor Leverence 

Absent: None 

Others 
Present: City Manager R. Hillard, Deputy City Clerk L. Vander Clay 

Approval of Minutes   Councilmember Gratz, supported by Councilmember McDaniel, 
made a motion to approve the Regular City Council meeting minutes of September 28, 
2015. Motion passed with Councilmember McKenzie abstaining. 

Mayor’s Report   Mayor Leverence talked about all the events this past weekend.        

City Manager’s Report City Manager R. Hillard requested that Item B-5 be 
removed from the agenda.  He announced that 136 Brady Street is for sale and will be 
placed for bid with sealed bids due at City Hall by November 30, 2015 at 4:00pm. 

Petitions and Public Comment Joe Leverence, 148 Mill District Road commented 
that it’s a very positive thing to donate 315 Hubbard Street to the Allegan District Library 
and he highly recommends this be done. 

Karen Koll, 442 Cutler Street shared pictures with City Council regarding her yard and 
basement that have flooded since Pine Street was re-done.  She is requesting that the City 
re-do her entire driveway. Mayor Leverence stated City staff will review further. 
Councilmember Ingalsbee stated this issue needs to be addressed because the problem 
was caused when the City re-did Pine Street.    

Amber Paggeot, Trowbridge Township commented on the great event downtown this 
past weekend and thanked everyone. 

Mike Manning, 155 Thomas Street commented that he joined with two other candidates 
and had signs printed with all three of them listed and no you don’t have to vote for all 
three. 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Michael Kiella, Allegan Township thanked Promotions Coordinator K. King for 
Oktoberfest event. Mayor Leverence commented that Oktoberfest was an Allegan 
Jaycees event and wanted to give credit where credit was due. 

Communications Mayor Leverence announced the 2015 Allegan County Leadership 
Conference, October 28, 2015-Luella Collins Community Center, Wayland. 

Councilmember Ingalsbee, supported by Councilmember Zeter, made a motion to 
approve the request received from the 2016 Blessing of the Bikes and Classic Cars 
Committee to close and use Hubbard Street and signage placement on City property for 
the Blessing of the Bikes and Classic Car event on Saturday, May 7, 2016. Motion 
passed by acclamation. 
Councilmember Gratz, supported by Councilmember Tripp, made a motion to approve 
the request received from the First Presbyterian Church of Allegan to place signage on 
City property. Motion passed by acclamation. 

Councilmember Gratz, supported by Councilmember McKenzie, made a motion to 
approve the request received from the Allegan Ugly Sweater Run Committee to close the 
2nd Street Bridge from 3:00pm~4:15pm on December 5, 2015 and for a banner to be 
place on the bridge (Marshall Street entrance) to advertise the event.  Motion passed by 
acclamation. 

Hearings Mayor Leverence opened the public hearing at 7:15pm for the proposed 
sale of 315 Hubbard Street. City Manager R. Hillard read the conditions of the proposed 
sale from the Allegan District Library as follows:  Purchase price of $1.00; Library to 
proceed with demolition within 6 months of closing date; City to waive demolition 
permit fee; Library to pay closing costs including 2015 taxes.  Librarian L. Dorfman 
gave a brief overview of the proposed expansion plans.   

Councilmember Ingalsbee commented the library is very important to this community 
and they need to expand and also create ADA accessibility.  She stated the structure at 
315 Hubbard is in very poor shape and it would be a shame to not expand the library. 

Mike Manning, 155 Thomas Street thinks this is a great deal and should move forward. 
He supports Librarian L. Dorfman and agrees with Councilmember’s Ingalsbee 
statement.  He also read text messages from Wayne Walker about his concerns about this 
proposed sale and his interest in purchasing 315 Hubbard. 

Joe Leverence, 148 Mill District Road commented he looked at this building; very much 
in disrepair and has outlived its life. 

Councilmember McDaniel commented the Allegan District Library is such an asset and 
creating more room with allow for more services.  She would like to proceed with the 
sale and demolition.   

Councilmember McKenzie asked what percentage of Library District population is using 
the library. Librarian L. Dorfman stated 30% is currently active. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
     

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Al Radspieler, Monterey Township stated he was interested in the structure, but the lot is 
only twenty-five feet wide and why would the library want it.  Librarian L. Dorfman 
stated that the “old courthouse” located at 327 Hubbard would be moved once 315 
Hubbard is demolished and then the library could expand.   

Councilmember Tripp thinks expansion of the library is needed and that outweighs any 
value of the structure at 315 Hubbard. 

Councilmember McDaniel, supported by Councilmember Ingalsbee made a motion to 
approve the sale of 315 Hubbard to the Allegan District Library including the terms and 
conditions as set forth in the letter of request from the Allegan District Library President. 
Motion passed by acclamation.  

Programs 

Resolutions 

Ordinances 

Permits/Licenses/Agreements/Grants Councilmember McDaniel, supported by 
Councilmember Ingalsbee, made a motion to approve the request for a land division of 
117 Lincoln Street, 0351-170-080-00.  Motion passed by acclamation. 

Requests for Payments 

Requests for Purchases, Services and Equipment 

Reports/Minutes of City Boards Councilmember Ingalsbee reviewed the Allegan 
Fire District minutes and activity reports from June, July & August, 2015. 

Councilmember Ingalsbee discussed the minutes from the Historic District Commission 
meeting held on September 8, 2015. 

Councilmember McDaniel reviewed the minutes from the Highland Business Park 
Association meeting held on September 28, 2015. 

Councilmember Ingalsbee presented the minutes from the Public Safety Committee 
meeting held on September 28, 2015. 

Councilmember McKenzie reviewed the minutes from the Downtown Development 
Authority Selection Sub-committee meeting held on October 7, 2015. 

Appointments Councilmember Gratz, supported by Councilmember Ingalsbee, 
made a motion to appoint Megan Bouwman to the Downtown Development Authority to 
fill an unexpired term until January 1, 2016.  Motion passed by acclamation. 



 

 
    

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Councilmember Ingalsbee, supported by Councilmember McDaniel, made a motion to 
appoint Sharon Crotser-Toy to the Downtown Development Authority to fill an 
unexpired term until January 1, 2017.  Motion passed by acclamation. 

Unfinished Business 

Approval of Payroll and Accounts  Councilmember Ingalsbee, supported by 
Councilmember Zeter, made a motion to approve payroll in the amount of $91,707.35 
and accounts payable in the amount of $218,986.39.  Motion passed by acclamation. 

Department Supervisors Report DPW Director A. Haskin reported the Hooker Road 
sidewalk project remains on schedule.  Leaf vac pick-up will be starting in the next 
couple of weeks. 

Promotions Coordinator K. King announced the first grant she wrote and submitted to the 
USDA for the Farmer’s Market was approved in the amount of $31,000.  She stated this 
will money will allow free transportation to and from the market in cooperation with 
Allegan County Transportation. 

Council Comments Councilmember McDaniel was sorry to miss the great events this 
past weekend. She is happy to have the library expansion plan moving forward.     

Councilmember McKenzie stated she is excited about the library expansion and 
congratulations to Councilmember Gratz and the Jaycees for a great event.   

Councilmember Gratz thanked the community for their support and for everyone who 
attended Oktoberfest.  She thanked Promotions Coordinator K. King for her amazing job 
at the event. 

Councilmember Tripp thought Oktoberfest was a fun event and the riverfront ribbon 
cutting was great. 

Councilmember Zeter stated he was proud of Promotions Coordinator K. King for 
receiving the USDA grant.   

Councilmember Ingalsbee thought Promotions Coordinator K. King is doing an amazing 
job and proud of her. She liked the fact that the Allegan Jaycees were given this 
opportunity to have the first official event on the new riverfront and they exceeded all 
expectations and did a wonderful job. 

City Manager R. Hillard thanked Promotions Coordinator K. King for working with the 
Jaycees on Oktoberfest and DPW A. Haskin for the riverfront project.      

Mayor Leverence adjourned the meeting at 7:52pm. 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lori K. Vander Clay 
Deputy City Clerk 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


