
 

 

    
 
 

 

 
 

 

          
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 
  

 

 

Allegan, Michigan August 25, 2014 

Call to Order   Mayor McDaniel called the regular meeting of the Allegan City Council 
to order at 7:00 PM. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call 

Present: 
McDaniel

Councilmembers: Gratz, Ingalsbee, Leverence, Tripp, Zeter, Mayor 

Absent: McKenzie 

Others 
Present: City Manager R. Hillard, Deputy City Clerk L. Vander Clay 

Mayor McDaniel, supported by Councilmember Gratz made a motion to excuse 
Councilmember McKenzie from the meeting.  Motion passed by acclamation. 

Approval of Minutes   Councilmember Leverence, supported by Councilmember Tripp, 
made a motion to approve the Regular City Council meeting minutes of August 11, 2014. 
Motion passed by acclamation.      

Mayor’s Report Mayor McDaniel read and presented a proclamation to the AYSO 
U16 Allegan Girls Soccer Team, who travelled to California this summer, to play in the 
AYSO National Tournament.  

She would like to have the City Council and the Allegan District Library Board meet in 
November, 2014 to discuss future opportunities in working together.  The Council was in 
agreement.  

She requested the following items be added to the agenda:  Discussion regarding 205 
Marshall Street; Resolution 14.29 and selling surplus items at the Regent Theatre.  

City Manager’s Report City Manager R. Hillard stated the fire hydrant marking 
project has been started by Eagle Scout, John Barber.  He thanked the Allegan Rotary for 
this year’s Good Times at the Gazebo series.     

Petitions and Public Comment 

Communications Councilmember Leverence, supported by Councilmember 
Ingalsbee, made a motion to appoint City Manager R. Hillard as the voting delegate for 
the City of Allegan at the Michigan Municipal League Annual meeting on October 16, 
2014. Motion passed by acclamation. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Mayor McDaniel introduced the Two-way Street change for Trowbridge-Chestnut-
Walnut Streets. 
Jackie Thompson, Allegan Senior Residence, spoke about not enough parking spaces in 
the front of the residence. She would like the City to post “Senior Residence Parking 
Only”. City Manager R. Hillard explained that the City wouldn’t be able to designate 
spots. 

Ron Wenzel, 426 Trowbridge, commented the streets aren’t wide enough for two-way 
traffic and on street parking. He wants the street left alone and more parking would be 
available once the jail is torn down.  City Manager R. Hillard indicated that more on 
street parking would also be available on Walnut, once jail personnel have moved to their 
new location and the street would have more space. 

Pam Wenzel, 424 Trowbridge, asked about the timeline of the map that was sent.  City 
Manager R. Hillard stated that drawing is part of a larger plan.  

Eric Steeves, 400 Trowbridge, asked why the City wants to make this change?  City 
Manager R. Hillard explained that traffic patterns with one-way streets  are not conducive 
to getting visitors into the downtown and that the street will be re-surfaced this Fall, so 
for striping purposes now would be the time to change the traffic flow.   

City Manager R. Hillard also stated he spoke with the Postmaster at the Post Office and 
their position on moving the mail boxes on Trowbridge to the parking lot on Cutler, is 
neutral. 

Councilmember Ingalsbee feels that angle parking is dangerous on Trowbridge Street and 
that it needs to be changed back to parallel parking. 

Mayor McDaniel feels that parking needs to be addressed on Trowbridge Street.   

Councilmember Leverence asked if the decision to change the traffic flow was based on 
bids received for the upcoming project. City Manager R. Hillard stated no. 

Councilmember Leverence, supported by Councilmember Ingalsbee, made a motion to 
change Trowbridge Street between Chestnut and Walnut Streets from one-way to two- 
way. Motion passed by acclamation. 

Councilmember Gratz, supported by Councilmember Ingalsbee, made a motion to 
approve the request received from Joe Leverence to place signage on City property at 
various locations from August 25, 2014~September 20, 2014 to advertise the Secret 
Spaces Tour. Motion passed by acclamation. 

Mayor McDaniel discussed the status of 205 Marshall Street and stated this property was 
not purchased at tax sale. She feels this house is an eyesore to the community and one of 
the goals of City Council is to decrease blight.   

Councilmember Zeter feels this could be a great gateway location if the City could 
purchase and tear down. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Councilmember Ingalsbee talked about the report on this house from Police Chief Hoyer 
and she feels this house need to be purchased by the City and torn down.   

Councilmember Leverence asked if the house was still occupied.  Mayor McDaniel stated 
yes, but the eviction process has begun. Councilmember Leverence commented that not 
all the questions have been answered, ie property lines.   

City Manager R. Hillard stated that the public auction will be on September 22, 2014.   
Councilmember Zeter, supported by Councilmember Ingalsbee, made a motion to have 
City Manager R. Hillard communicate with the Treasurer’s Office to move forward with 
the possible purchase of 205 Marshall and not to exceed the original tax sale amount. 
Roll call vote was taken: Gratz-yes; Ingalsbee-yes; Leverence-no; Tripp-no; Zeter-yes; 
Mayor McDaniel-yes.  Motion passed by a 4-2 vote.    

Regent Theatre Coordinator D. Morris is requesting the approval to sell surplus items 
from the Regent.  She explained this sale will be held on Sunday, September 28th to 
coincide with the Allegan Antique Market.  Councilmember Gratz, supported by 
Councilmember Tripp, made a motion to approve the request.  Motion passed by 
acclamation. 

Hearings 

Programs Councilmember Gratz, supported by Councilmember Zeter, made a 
motion to approve the request for approval to hire a promotions coordinator for the City 
of Allegan. Motion passed by acclamation. 

Councilmember Leverence explained that the Downtown Development Authority is 
recommending the change for assistance to $1,000 from $500 for the Design Assistance 
Program within the Downtown Façade Improvement Program.  Councilmember Gratz, 
supported by Councilmember Leverence, made a motion to approve the increase as 
presented. Motion passed with Councilmember Tripp voting no. 

Resolutions 
RESOLUTION 14.29 

Additions to the City of Allegan Municipal Policy Manual 

WHEREAS, under the authority of various provisions of the Municipal Policy Manual 
and the Code of Ordinances of the City of Allegan, the City Council wishes to amend 
various existing city policies and fees and codify with existing policies and fees; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council that a Fence Permit fee 
be created to address supplementary items through a fee of $15.00, under Sec. D-3.30. 

Councilmember Ingalsbee, supported by Councilmember Gratz, made a motion to 
approve Resolution 14.29 as presented.  Motion passed by acclamation. 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION 14.30 

A Resolution of Support to Continue to support the Main Street Approach to 

Downtown Revitalization and Economic Development as an Associate Member
 

WHEREAS, the Main Street approach to economic development was created by 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation over thirty five years ago in order to ensure 
the preservation of traditional downtown business districts, the historic buildings that 
comprise these districts and the local businesses that operate within them; and 

WHEREAS, the Main Street approach to downtown revitalization focuses 
comprehensively on four key areas; those being Design, Promotion, Economic 
Restructuring and Organization; and 

WHEREAS, the Main Street approach to downtown revitalization is guided by 
the principles of comprehensive action, incremental progress, self-help, strong public-
private partnerships, focusing on existing assets, quality, changing attitudes about 
downtown and immediate and constant action to revitalize the downtown shopping area; 
and 

WHEREAS, the local Main Street organization will rely heavily on volunteer 
efforts of local business owners, property owners and community residents to complete 
the tasks set forth in the Main Street Program; and 

WHEREAS, the Main Street approach has encouraged reinvestment in downtown 
business districts throughout the nation. 

WHEREAS, The City of Allegan Downtown Development Authority 
recommends to the City Council adoption of the Main Street approach to economic 
development and the guiding principles of Main Street in its organization, function, 
structure and direction of Downtown Development Authority business. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the City Council of the 
City of Allegan has adopted the Main Street approach to economic development and 
requests to maintain the Associate level status of the Main Street program for fiscal year 
2014/15, as it relates to the guiding principles of organization, function, structure and 
direction of Downtown Development Authority and business development.  

Councilmember Leverence, supported by Councilmember Ingalsbee, made a motion to 
approve Resolution 14.30 as presented.  Motion passed by acclamation. 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

   

  
 

 
 

 
  

 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 
  

RESOLUTION 14.31 

Addition to the City of Allegan Municipal Policy Manual 

WHEREAS, under the authority of various provisions of the Municipal Policy Manual 
and the Code of Ordinances of the City of Allegan, the City Council wishes to amend 
various existing city policies and fees and codify with existing policies and fees; and 

WHEREAS, an addition to the City Council Rules of Procedure which shall be 
incorporated into the Allegan Municipal Policy Manual and read as attached. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council that the 
Voting/Conduct of Councilmembers; Section E-Motions be adopted into the City of 
Allegan Municipal Policy Manual as recommended by the City staff. 

Councilmember Ingalsbee, supported by Councilmember Gratz, made a motion to 
approve Resolution 14.31 as presented.  Motion passed by acclamation. 

Ordinances 

Permits/Licenses/Agreements/Grants 

Requests for Payments 

Requests for Purchases, Services and Equipment   Councilmember Gratz, supported 
by Councilmember Ingalsbee, made a motion to approve the request for services received 
from A-1 Asphalt, Wayland, Michigan for the paving of numerous City streets and the 
Jaycee Park walking path in the amount of $310,989.00.  Motion passed by acclamation. 
(Requires Partial Budget Adjustment) 

Councilmember Ingalsbee, supported by Councilmember Gratz, made a motion to 
approve the request for services received from Rieth-Riley, Ada, Michigan for the M89 
paving project in the amount of $88,639.50.  Motion passed by acclamation.  
(Requires Budget Adjustment) 

Councilmember Gratz, supported by Councilmember Ingalsbee, made a motion to 
approve the request for services received from USA Earth Works, Martin, Michigan for 
the demolition of 323 Linn Street in the amount of $6,350.00. Motion passed by 
acclamation. (Requires Budget Adjustment) 

Reports/Minutes of City Boards Councilmember Leverence discussed the minutes 
from the Economic Development Corporation meeting held on August 6, 2014. 

Mayor McDaniel reviewed the Community Development Department Activity Report for 
July, 2014 and the Wastewater Treatment Plant Activity Report for July, 2014. 

Appointments 



 

 
    

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unfinished Business 

Approval of Payroll and Accounts   Councilmember Leverence, supported by 
Councilmember Gratz, made a motion to approve payroll in the amount of $92,140.37 
and accounts payable in the amount of $1,875,983.78.  Motion passed by acclamation. 

Department Supervisors Report DPW Director A. Haskin talked about the cleanup 
at the generator building; chip sealing on numerous streets; Della Court Reconstruction 
Project Neighborhood information meeting will be August 27th at the Griswold. 

Chamber Director T. Perrigo announced the Skilled Trades Training program will be this 
week. 

Council Comments Councilmember Leverence is excited to see “Fairy Doors” that are 
being made and distributed to businesses by creative young lady. 

Councilmember Ingalsbee announced the upcoming Secret Spaces Tour on September 
20th. 

Councilmember Gratz announced the upcoming Jaycees Oktoberfest also on September 
20th . 

Mayor McDaniel also announced the Good Sam’s Camping Club will be at the 
fairgrounds on September 20th as well. 

Mayor McDaniel adjourned the meeting at 8:39pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lori K. Vander Clay 
Deputy City Clerk 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


